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In Section 'I of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976
(RCRA), Congress authori?,od as much as $650,000 in financial assistance
for Army Creek Landfill corrective naasure-s, To date, 550,000 has bean
allocated through tha Office of Research and Development for discussion
of possible solutions to the landfill problem. This resulted in a
November, 1977, rcur.dtable discussion of experts who recommended
hydrogeologic isolation of the landfill and pumping leaehate from the
landfill into an existing sewer line.

Section <iM'i of RCRA deals with classification of disposal facilities
as either environmentally sound, sanitary landfills or "open dunps".
According to the prcpo.-.cd criteria for classification of solid waste
disposal facilities published in the Federal Register on February 6, 1976 '
Army Creek Landfill wculd probably bo classified an open dump, However,
abandoned facilities will bo classified as open dumps at the discretion
of the State. Unless inactive sites pose a thr:.::t to health or tha
enviror.mc'r.t, a State may elect not to classify closed facilities. Once
the open dump determinstion is nr.de, all sites will be placed on £ national
list of open dump;, for publicatic:'. Tns open cvr.rr will ther. cs subject
to citizen suits pursuant to Sectic;, 7002 of ;;C.r,A. State t.lsr.s are to
include provisions to upr.rado cr prcporly close cesirr.ated open dumps
within a five yer.r pcricd thvough effective cof.pliance schedules according
to Section 'iOO£ cf RCW.. The fOJH criteria will become effective one
month after prc,::,ulptior., which i;; tistiir.ated to be early 1979.

There are a fev: basic questions to te answered before Army Creek Landfill
in found to b» subject to tho Hazardous Haste Regulations under Subtitle C
of P.CRA. Is a municipal waste landfill which cccasior.sUy accepted
hazardous wantcs now desi(~n?.;od a hazardous waste landfill? Can a landfill
operator bo subject to proper disposal regulations if materials he received
in 196(3 were not dosignate'J hasardo-.'.s waster, until 1579 under P.CRA?
Specific procedures to deal with abandoned hazardous waste facilities as
outlined in Section 300'i draft regulations have not boon determined to date.

, Tho entire serio;; of Hazardous Haste Regulations will not become effective
until at l«;r: a yc;.r frsr. no-.;. Tlv.1 applicability of tho Hazardous Waste
Regulations to ah-.ndon'jd or clcsod landfills will be determined when certain
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Technical assistance to 1,'ew Cattle County is also available through
the Technical Assistance Panels described in Section 2003 of RCRA.
However, considering a feasible solution was suggested in Hovenber
at the roundtable discussion, an Arr.y Creek request may be given
a lower priority than other problem areas in the State requesting
technical assistance.

The Imminent Hazard provision in Section 7003 of RCRA can be interpreted
in two ways. At the present ti-.e, tho public health of local residents
is not in jeopardy. Contaminated wells are shut down and counter pur.ping
operations are presenting further nigration of leachate in tho aquifer.
In this case, there is no immediate cause for alarm.

On the other hand, contamination of the proundwater tin; occurred and
probably will continue to occur if saturated conditions arc tr.aiinainad
'in the landfill. If counter punpir.i: operations were halted or became
ineffective, contaminated ground'.ir.U'r would proceed to oilier noighboving
drinking water walls creating a health hazard. If this situation was
determined to be serious enough to bo declared an itr.minont hazard, the
Administrate? could bring cuit against tho responsibJc' pii'son restraining1
that party fror: further illicit operations,

Regardless of oxistir.g confusion or. where rer.pcnsibili:ios lie, Army Creek
Landfill and r-jlvarssns Landfill arc subject to the sana regulations under
RCR,'..,

ce: Villirir. K. Schrc:r.p
Albert l-lir.tac-e
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